NON-VIOLENCE IN EVOLUTION

Scientific discoveries make books on the various sciences
out of date within a short time of their publication. A
student of medicine reading books on the aetiology of
cancer, for instance, would go to the latest books on the
subject, and reject one published two or even one decade
ago. Books on surgery published fifty years ago, however
valuable then, would not, at an old bookseller's, fetch
even the cost of printing them, A monument of research
and industry, Hume's History of England, is not read nowa-
days, as historical research since its publication has made
many statements of fact inaccurate or untrue.

Not so, however, with books of spiritual science. Sage
Patanjali gave his Yoga aphorisms centuries ago. Books
about the date of Patanjali written fifty years ago would
be displaced by later researches. But no commentary,
provided it is written by one who has tried to carry out
the aphorisms in actual practice, can be out of date, no
matter when it was written. For each represents the result
of the author's spiritual experience and growth, and every
step towards the goal of self-realization offers help and
guidance to pilgrims on the path. Every such pilgrim is
an experimenter in the laboratory of Truth which is Infinite.
The discovery of Truth will never be complete, and any
honest record of earnest striving has its value. It is from
that point of view that this book, which reproduces chrono-
logically all the most important writings of Gandhiji on
the subject of Non-violence, is of the greatest value to
those who will follow Truth at all costs and who recognize